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c.W. PosT CAMPUS BROOKVILI.'E, NEW YORK 11548
DIPARnCENT0' COUNsELING AND DEvELOPMENT

SeMel tlM.-­
CSI'lJflt.UU/lS

Marcb 6, 1993

Dear Coaa1.s1oner Quello,

Nr. J_es Quello
rederal Coaaunicat1oos Ca..1ssion
1919 M Street NW
Wasbington, DC 20554

/
The PCC, I bave been inforaed, is now considering ".ust carry"
status for WHSI-TV, 9bannel 67, licensed to tbe city of
S.itbtown, New York. I a. writing tbis·l~tter in support of
granting aucb atatus. ----- .

I know firsthand tbat WHSI, although carrying the Home Shopping
Club as its .ajor progra..ing, i8 still co..itted to issues
affecting our local Long I8land co..Unity. Per80nally, as a
Prof.ssor at Long I8land Univer8ity, CW Post Campu8, I have
worked with the 8tation to produce a number of 8eries on social
issues affecting Long Island -- particularly in the area of the
family. The serie8 were well-received by the viewing public •.,
I a. currently working on a series focusing on single parent
families and children of divorce. Our local community, with
divorce rife, will receive much needed information on single
parenting, througb tbe effort8 of WijSl.

Believing that WHSl i. serving the public interest I hope that
you rule favorably on their request to be carried on all cable
syste•••.'

I

Very truly yours,

PAUL ~. CIBOROWSKI, PhD.
ASSOCIATE PROFBSSOll

"

I

PJC/bn' '.'
.' . J

~..~
• t."
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

COUNTY LEGISLATURE

MICHA... M. O'ANDRE
.......,.~ 7TH CQY"'CT

CHAIRMAN
..... "ICItPTIOH AtoiCl C~T""A&. 10""10',",.......
&.IGJ&AftV&. "PtONNC&. AND GCWI"NIIICfoj't
VITllt... AND IPMMS
_ROy AND IHWIONMCHT

March 11, 1993

.......fItOI... AV....UIl
~o¥fII. NIIW YOItJ( 11".'.""111.1,....17.
"4~ el'll , • ..ooat

JII8. Quell0. Aeting Ca.mtss1oner
The Federal COImuntcat1ons Com-tss1on
1919 MStreet NW
Washington. DC 20554

Dear COJIIIIissioner Quello: .

I am writing this letter in support of granting "Must Carryu status. to .WHSI-TV.
Channel 67. l1censed to SIItthtown. Suffol k County. Hew York. Al though WHSI- TV
carrfes the Home Shopping Club as its IIIjor prograMing. the station 15 fully
committed to the issues of tts local communities.

I III aware of this first hand. As a duly elected Mlllber of the Suffolk County
Legislature. I can attest to the numerous public interest items aired on WHSI-TV

iIChannel 67. For your. information, just a few of their topics are programs the
express concern about environmental issues. consumer information and Senio
Citizen advocacY.

After you thoroughly investigate WHSI-TV's recol'ds. I am sure you will be more
than satisfied with the level at wMch WHSI-TV serves the public interest. It
will be an asset to have WHSI-TV carried on all cable systems so that everyone
will be able to take advantage of the station's local programming.

Feel free to contact this office if we can be of further assistance.

Very truly yours.

~~'-'f'bt eo....-~
MICHAEL II. D-ANOIE
County Legislator

MfI)'A:aa

------_.--_ --_ _------_ ..- ----------_ -----_ .. -----_ .. _-------------------------------~.



TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
158 Pantigo Road

East Hampton, N.Y. 11937

i.

TONY BULLOCK
UEIMSOR

February 22, 1993

51&-324-4140
FAX: 51.....2781

Hon. Jaaes Quello, Acting Ccmaissioner
The Federal c~ications co..ission
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC 20554

Dear CO-.issioner Quello:

I a. writing this letter in support of granting "Must Carry"
status to WHSI-TV, Channel 67, licensed to the Town of Smithtown,
New York. Althought WHSI-TV carries the Ho.e Shopping Club as its
major programming, the station is fully committed to local public
interest programming.

As Town Supervisor of the Town of East Hampton, I recently
worked with the station to produce a series addressing the issue of
striped bass aanag.ment in New York State waters. This series
informed the public of an important issue.

After you thoroughly investigate WHSI-TV's records, I am sure
that you will be aore than satisfied with the level at which WHSI­
TV serves the public interest. It will be an asset to have WHSI-TV
carried on all cable systems so that everyone will be able to take
advantage of the station's local programming.

TB/jb

"

·ZJ12
TOHY~K

Copy to letter sent to Carmissioner Quello and 3 others •

....



COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

" .!?p.i '.'..'. .

COUNTY I.EGISLATURE

Fobruary 22, 1993
LeG'a-AT'''. COMM'TT••':
~SANTY

IIAMe. ItIICRCATION II
CULTURAL. ."A....
YIl'TDI~AND SIN!Of'I

The Hon. James Ouello
Ac~tn9 Comai••1oner
Pederal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

••• MAIN STRUT
HUNTINGTON. N.Y. 1170.""
11111 •••••IlOO

" ... "'" ••••• .01

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am wri tin9' this letter in support of granting "Must Carry'" status
to WHSI-TV, Channel 67, licensed to the city of Smithtown, New York.
Although WHSI-TV carries the Home Shopping Club as its major
programming, the station is fully committed to the issues of its
local communities. As r.t Suffolk County Legislator I am aware of
the station's efforts to provide a forum that addresses the concerns
of the local communi~y.

After you thoroughly investigate WHSI-TV' s records, I am sure that
you will be' more than satisfied with the level at which ·WHSI-TV
serves the public interest. It will be an asset to have WHSI-TV
carried on all. cable systems so that everyone will be able to take
advantage of the station's local programming.

Sincerely,

£fIL- ..-/
Jam F~ Gaughran
Leg lator, 17th District

JFG:mb·

1he Honorable Jame. Quel10
Acting Commil.ioner

The Honora~l. Ervin Duggan

The Honorable Andrew Barrett

Thl Honorable Shlrrie Marshall

The Flderal Communication. Commi •• ion
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554
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GERALD EDELSTEIN
OlIMOCRATlC COMM-..oNKIt

February 18, 1993

BOARD OF EL.ECTIONS
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

P.O. BOX 700
YAPHANK. NEW YORK 1 1980-0700

na.. 88.-4800

GERALD L. BERGER
Itl:~~UlONI:It

The Honorable Sherrie Marshall
The Federal Ca-municaitons Commission
1919 MStreet NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Marshall:

We are writing this letter in support of granting "Must Carry" status to WHSI-TV,
Channel 67, licensed to the city of Smithown, New York. Although WHSI-TV carries
the Home Shopping Club as its major programming, the station is fully committed
to the issues of it~ local communities.

We know this first hand because of our relationship with WHSI-TV. As
Commissioners of Elections of the Suffolk County Board of Elections, we recently
worked with the station to produce a series addressing the issue of encouraging
voter participation. This enabled our governmental agency to inform the pub11c.

After you thoroughly investigate WHSI-TV's records, we are sure that you will
be more than' s~t1sfied with the level at which WHSI-TV serves the public
interest. It wi'll be an asset to have WHSI-TV carried on all cable systems
so that everyone will be able to take advantage of the station's local
progranm1 ng.

Very truly yours,

~"(/t:--~IGirildI del stein
Commissioner



~ ...• . ~ -' -..- -.

• BloodServices
A~I/.Hlwr e-
m ........ ...,.~ NY 11747
SlIl7R-'lJ1JIJ IiIr Slllm.JJII

February 18, 1993

The Honorable J_a Quello
Acting Coaaiaaioner
Pederal Comaunicationa Co_i.aion
1919 • street NW
Waahington, DC 20554

Dear Co..i ••ioner Quello:

I am writing this letter in support of granting "Must Carry"
status to WHBI-TV, Channel 67, licenaed to the city of saithtown
New York. Althouqh WHBI-TV carries the Home Shoppinq Club as its
aajor proqramaing, the atation is fully co_itted to the issues of
its local cam-unitie••

I know this first hand because of my relationship with WHSI-TV. As
Associate Manaqer of Public Affairs at Long Island Blood Services,
we recently worked with the station to educate Long Islanders about
the importance of donating blood. WHSI-TV has enabled our
organization to inform the public about many of our blood drives.
The need for blood donors requires constant recruitment effort and
WHSI haa helped us to keep this issue before the pUblic through
their public affairs proqramminq.

After you thorouqhly investigate WHSI-TV's records, I am sure that
you will be more than satisfied with the level at which waSI-TV
serves the pUblic interest. It will be an asset to hav~ WHSI-TV
carried on all cable systems so that ,veryone will be able to take
advantaqe of the stations local proqramminq.



----
February 25, 1993

The Honorable James Ouello
Acting Commissioner
F.-ral CO_lIIlie.tiona Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Wasbington, D.C. 20554

Dear ca..issioner OUello:

This letter is sent to you in support of granting "Must
Carry· status to WHSI-TV, Cbannel 67, licensed at Smithtown,
New York. Although WHSI-TV carries the Home Shopping Club
as its major programming, the station is fully committed to
the issues of its local communities. .

I bave personal knowledge of this committment because
of my relationship with WHSI-TV. As president of Managed
Business Solutions, we recently worked with the station to
produce a series addressing the issue of the new Family and
Medical Leave Act. In this manner, our organization was
able to inform the public on this very current topic.

I believe that an investigation of WHSI-TV's records
will provide satisfactory evidence of the level at which
WHSI-TV serves the public interest. It will be an asset to
hdve WHSI-TV carried on all cable systems so that everyone
W~!! be .ole to take advantage of the station's local
programming.

'.
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February 23, 1993

The HoDOl'lble Sherrie Marsba11
1919 M S1nIet NW
W~DC20SS4

Dear Ms. Marsba11:

I am writing this letter in support of grantina "Must Carry" status to WHSI·TV, ClWmel
67, licensed to the city of Smithtown, New York. Although WHSI-TV carries the Home
Shopping Club as its major programming, the station is fully committed to the issues of its
local communities.

I know this first hand because of my relationship with WHSI-TV. As President of
Michm:1 O. KCN."Ilcr & A~~uciuacN, I.all.• wc rc~ully wurkCLI wilh Ihe slnliUl, lu pmLluc\.' a ~rk:;

addressing the issue of fraud and deceit This enabled our orpnization to inform the public
about various frauds in the community.

After you thoroughly investigate WSHI-TV's records, 1am sure that you will be more
than satisfied with the level at which WHSI·TV serves the public interest. It will be an asset
to have WHSI-TV carried on all cable systems so that everyone will be able to take advantage
of the station's 1ocal"proarammina.

Sincerely,

-.
Michael G. Kessler, CFE,CII

MGK:lmd

; ,,: (. ~ .



SMITHTOWN

Mardi 2, 1993

TIle IIeaonble ADdrew Barrett
TIle Jl'ederaI eo-.oicado. eo••iAioa
·1919 M Street NW
WuIIia.-, DC 20554

._'.' ,_ Dear c=o.." Barntt:
. . .. .~.. ..

'l~ writial tills letter ia·lIIf(IOI1ef....tiJII'..'MutCarry": WBSI-~,C1um~~. .
6i~' .Uceued to the~C:ky'of Slai8atoWII~New York.; .AltIaoqlaWBS~TV 'arriel·the Bome .
SlaoPpinl Club u its major PrGIrulIuq, the statioD is fuUy committed to the iuut;! of its
locara.-uitiel. .

\
Ilmow this tint hod becallle ofmy relatiollllaip wida WBSI-lV. As Claief Iutnaetor of
Smidatowa Karate Acadeay we receady worUd with tile statioD to produce a series
addreuiq tlae itaue of"Attack PreveadoD" for w_ea. nis enabled our orpDizatioD to
iDlorm dae pabUe. AddidoaaUy, after viewi.. tile other proan" praeDted OD WBSI-1V,
I siDcerely believe th8t tIaey are briqiDI iJDportaDt iDfo.....tive procrammiDl to the public.
Feedback fl'ODl my OWD tIao been positive aDd III0WI me that this ItatiOD is readiiDe
the ,.bIle witll a mudt Deeded e.

After you thornply iDvestlpte WBSI-TV'I neG'" I a. lure that you wiD be more tIIu
.tisfIed wida the level at wlaicla WBSI-TV lel'Vei tbe public iDterest. It will be aD auet to
lIave WBSI-'f.V ~rried OD aU cable IYlte... 10 tbat everyoDe will be able to' take advaDtaee
of tile statio.', loCal pfOIramaiDa.

. Sincerely,

Marilya Jl'lerro
ClaWIDItruetor

........-------135WestMalnSt.. Smlthtown,NY11787. (516)265-9062 -------,;.;
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Political Soience Department

(1516) 299-2407

Maroh 8, 1993

: . . ,

. . .. .. .:.:', '. ~ '.
\
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Tb. Honorabl. Ja••• Qu.11o
.'~',~'i"::: MS... , ••••._&_c-

, Tb. 'ederaleo..unloation. Coaai••ion1.1. H Stre.t NW .
Va.hin.toD, DC 20554

;, ,.',1>. •

Dear Coa-iaaioner Quello:
.....

"
.,

, I

I aa writinl this letter in support ot Iran~in. "Must Carry"
statu. to WHSI-TV, Channel 67, licensed to the city ot S.ithtown,
New York. Althoulh WHSI-TV carriea tpe Home Shoppini Club aa ita
aaJor pro.raaminl, the atation -ia tully oommitted to the iaauea
ot ita local communities.

I know thia tirat hand because of my relationship with WHSI­
TV. As Proress~r of Political Soien~e and History ot C. W.
Post/Loni Island University, we reoenL!y worked with the station
to produce a series addressini th. ia.ue of ileotions, oandidatea
and policiea. This enabled our or,anization to intorm the
publio.

After you thoz'oulhly inveatilate WHSI-TV' s recorda, I am
s~re that you will be more than satiaf1~d with the level at which
WRSI-TV aervea the public interest. It will be an asset to have
WHSI-TV carried on all cable systems ~o tha~ everyone will be
able to ta~~ ~dv~nt~~~ of tbe _tation'a local pro.ramminl.

.
'SK:li

'.

Silleerely,

Stanley Kl.in
Prot•••or ot Political Soienoe

....

: .".
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IONQ l';lAND
A.·...~OCJAlIOH

~ IIICnd Auocbtfori. Inc.
8O~Road
Commadc. Lon; ISlCnd. NY 11726-4495
516-499 4400

ICU'c:b 9, 1993

Honorable 3_ Qu.llo
Aftin9 co.aS.••ionu
De I'ed...l c:c..lIftica1:10D8 ccmai••ioft-,
1'19 II IU~ .. '""
"aablDfCOD, DC 20554

Dear CoaL..ioDe Q\lellol
..-

I .. wr:itift9 in support of "ran1:iD9 "IIU8t carry" status
W WHSI-TV, Cbannel '7, licenae4 to tile ci~y of bithtOWD,
If.w York. Although WSIII-TY carri•• til. Ho.. Shopping Club
aa ita ..jor prog1:~nq, the .tation i. tully coaittacl to
the 1••u.. of ita local ccmaunl'ti•••

..
I know this fint hancl HcaU. of ay relationah~p with

WHII-TV. AS pr••ident of the LonCJ I.land As.ociation, the
reqloft'a larq..t lNsin••• anel civic orqanization in the
Na••au-Suffolk reqion, we recently worked with the station
to produce a Mr1.. on i ••u•• of concern to the Lonq Island.
buain... co.-un1ty. This better enabled our organization to
infora the public.

It w111 be an •••et to LOng I.land to have WHSI-TV
carried on all oable ay.t_ so that everyone will be able
to take aelvant.age of the station's local proqteauinq.

Beat rqard8~

"•

JLL:ce
'.

1SeMng Long Itfond Since 1926

..

81ncerely,

.....••.••..•......•..... _-_ _ - -......•...



WH~t·TV
NEW YORK

WH~I·TV
LONG ISLAND

· 'RECEIVED

'JUN 291993

LETTERS TO CONGRESS FROM
GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS

'.

SILVER KING BROADCASTING OF NEW JERSEY,INC.

390 WEST MARKET STREET, NEWARK, NJ 07107 PH.;(20l)643·6800 FAX;(201)480·1361



l.alg Island AaoctkJtIon. Inc.
80 Hauppaude Road
Commack. Long Island. NY 11725-04495
516-499-4400

June 8, 1992

Congressman George Hochbrueckner
124 Cannon House/ottice Buildinq
Washinqton, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hochbrueckner:

We understand that the federal qovernment is exam~n~nq

legislation that would require cable television companies to
carry local community service programminq ot television broadcast
stations. On Long Island this would mean that proqramminq
produced by local stations WLIW-TV 21, WLIG-TV 55 and waSI-TV 67
would have to be carried by cable television stations.

However, some legislators would like to exempt coverage of
"home shopping networks," such as WSHI, from this legislation,
despite the fact that this channel received its broadcasting
license based on community service programming. WSHI produces,
"In Your Interest," which highlights activities and events of
importance to Long Island. The Long Island Association has
appeared on thi~ program, which provides an important outlet for
us to shar~ our thoughts and concerns on community issues.

waSI is a valuable media outlet for this type of
information, and should be included "must carry" leqislation,'
along with the other broadcast stations on Long Island. Long
Islanders deserve the benefit of more coverage of local issues,
and WSHI deserves to be included on cable television., ,

", ,
Thank you for your attention to'this matter.

Sincerely,

tI~l~
Valerie z. scibilia
Director of Communications

VZS:ce
bee: Dave Parella

~~;:6

,~;::;&
15eIv,ng Long1~~~6



COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

COUNTY L.EGJSL.ATURE

DONALD R. BLYDENBURGH
.-RIESIDING OFFICER

May 21, 1992

Hon. Norman Lent
2408 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3204

RE: TV 67 - WHSI

Dear Mr. Lent:

I am writing on behalf on WHSI, TV 67 which operates throughout
Suffolk County. I understand Congress is reviewing legislation requiring cable TV to
carry the programming of local broadcasts.

As a constituent and an elected official in Suffolk County, I support the
inclusion of WHSI - TV 67 in this legislation. TV 67 has on a variety of occasions
interviewed Suffolk County public officials of both parties on issues of County
importance ranging from budget problems to environmental concerns to our residents.
Their program "In Your Interest" reaches an audience which may be by-passed and
completely ignored if it is excluded.

.
Long Island is a community larger"'than many states. Our 3 million

residents deserve as much community information and coverage of local issues as
possible!~d o~HSI - TV 67 provides a significant contribution to that effect.

I

o ~B

Presiding Officer
Suffolk County Legislature

cc: David Porrello, Program Manager, WHSI (TV)

l\'1~......01 H. ROGERS LEGISLATURE BUILDING VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY HAUPPAUGE. NEW YORK 11787.4311 • '51151853·4088



200 EAST SUNRiSE HIGHWAY
UNOD!HUftST. NEW YOftK , 1757'Z5ge

(516) g'7-3072

ARTHUR G. PITTS
SUPERVISO"

J1..i.lle lS, 1992

u.s. R6tpresentat1ve Norman Lent
2408 RHOB
washington, D.C. 20515-3204

Dear Honorable Norman Lent:

On behalf of the 203,000 residents of the Town of Babylon, I am
writing to recommend that Long' Island television station WHSI­
Channel 67 be inoluded in the pending "must carry" legislation,
which would re.qu1re oable television companies to offer local
broadoasts as basio servioe for all oable subsoribers.

waSI is a strong supporter of community service programming, whioh
was the primary reason why the station was awarded its Federal
communioations Commission's license. ~WHSI 67's program, "In Your
Interest.," bas been an important medium for the Town of Babylon to
promote and address local issues and events. On several occasions
I have been, interviewed on the program to discuss local issues
ranging from'so11d waste management to fiscal policy. As a result,
the publio has become more aware of what is happeninq in their own
community. However, present oable programming policies are severely
liml~ing access to such programs.

Locally . produced programs provide a. valuable opportunity for
community leaders to publicly discuss what is signifioant to Long
Islanders. The "must carry" leqislation would act as a vehicle for
WHSI to reach the 70 percentage of Long Islanders who subscribe to
Cablevision and Brookhaven Cable, which would increase the wasI's
visibility as a community service broadcaster.

:t urge you to ,support WHSI 67 for inclusion as one of the "must
carry" looal Droadcasters here on Long Island.



rUN-19-92 FRX 16:22

Thank you for your consideration; and if I can be of any assistance
to you or should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact my office.

With best regards,

a: ;0;4. =-
Arthur G. Pitts
Supervisor

AGP:DF

ce: u.s. Rep. Norman Lent
* .• u. S. Rep. George Kockbrueckn~r

U.S. Rep. Thomas Downey
U.s. Rep. Robert Mrazek
Channel 67

"
I
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• NORtH .-sEY BLOOD CENI!R
45 South Grove Stre.t East Orange, New Jersey 07018 (201) 678-4100

May 15. 1992

Senator Prank Lautenberg
717 SHOa
Washington, D.C. 20510·3002

P.02

Oear Senator Lautenberg:

My name is Judy Knecht. I have served as the Public Relations Oirector Of the North Jersey Blood Center
selVing North Jersey residents since 1990, and prior to that was employed by the Union County based
Association for Advancement of the Mentally Handicapped for eight years.

The Association for Advancement of the Mentally Handicapped is a non-profit organization dedicated to
helping people with handicaps live full and productive lives in the community. It alSo S8I'V8I as an
advocacy organization working In concert with people with disabilities to Increase community awareness.
As the spokesperson for that organization, I appeared on '1n Your Interest", the public affairs program of
WHSE·TV, Channe~ 68. The appearance and discussion generated a large amount Of response and
provided a valuable' community selVies.

Last summer, Bill Roller, the host of "In Your Interest, .. "islted the North Jersey Slood Center, and had
himself filmed giving blood to emphasize the Importance of blood donations. Summer it traditIOnally a
time of low blood donations. and the timing of the ensuing short programs provided a much needed boost
in the necessary education Of the public concerning the state's bloOd $Upply. Several segments
illustrated the ease, importance and value of donating. as well as the responsibility of the community to
maintain an :adequate supply.

, I

Through this public affairs program. non-profit organizations have the opportunity to promote their
activities and goals, and citizens are often given the opportunity to partICipate in worthwhile and valuable
community activities. 1believe that "In Your Interest" Is an Important component to the offering of
information to the community. and residents should have full access to the Information that the program
provide~.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

.,~ ~~~hJ­
'J"u~ylknecht
Public Aelations Oirector
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JIM FLORIO
OOVER:'-:OR

ShMUEL CR...:-;E
hCTING SThTE TRE."SL:RER

STATE OF NE\\o' JERSEY

DE£>ART~tENTOF THC' TREASl:RY

DIVISION OF T.\X.-\T10N

CN·269

TRENTOr-:. NEW JERSEY 081.>460269

July 28, 1992

LnSLIE A. TII()~I1''''(l~.

DIRECTOII

1:-1 REPLY REFEB TlJ

Sen. Frank Lautenberg
717 S~10B

Washington, DC 20510-3002

Dear Sen. Lautenberg:

I am the Manager of the Office of Communication and Education of the
New Jersey Division of Taxation. My office, which is located in Trenton,
is responsible for the communication of tax information to New Jersey
taxpayers.

Throughout my 19 year career with the Division, I have concluded that
an informed consumer is a protected consumer. Television Station WHSE of
Newark, New Jersey has continually provided an important avenue of information
to viewers.

I have been ~ frequent guest on WHSE hourly public affairs program
element, IIIn Your Interest ll

• In multi-part format, IIIn Your Interest" has
afforded me the opportunity to give New Jersey taxpayers information they
need to complete their State income tax return accurately and to apply for
their Homestead Rebates. It is as a result of my varied appearances on
Channel 68, and my lI open invitation ll to discuss tax issuees that I believe
viewers of WHSE have become better informed taxpayers. The relationship
which the staff and management of WHSE has established with my office has
assisted inperfonming my responslbilities.

;

I urge you to reject any proposal which would bar local television
stations from being carried on local cable systems. As a licensed
television station WHSE is dedicated to serving the public. Any artificial
contraint on their ability would harm the community WHSE is licensed to
serve.

Very truly yours,

~
v )/J.,:~~/...,..(J~ ~ rL)./<.c...

K ren M. Wood
.Manager
Office of Communication

KMW:cm
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Interfaith Hospitality Network for the Homeless of Essex County, Inc.
P.O. Box 1356. Maplewood. NJ 07040.47 Cleveland Street • Orange. NJ 07050. (201) 4U-9856

June 1, 1992

My name is Michael Ferruggia and I am the Executive Director
of The Interfaith Hospitality Network for the homeless of
Essex County. Our program provides food, shelter, and support
services to families who are homeless. I am also active in
several advocacy groups for the homeless and a member of Mayor
Sharpe James Commission on the homeless.

I am writing to you today on behalf of TV68, WHSE, HSN Broadcasting
of NJ, Inc., 390 Market Street, Newark, NJ 07107. I have had
the privilige of being invited on the show by host Bill Roller
to discuss the important crisis we all face in homelessness.
In a series of four spots, I was able to discuss with Bill, and
for the viewing audience, important facts and issues dealing
with homelessness. I believe it was an informative chance for
people to learn something about an issue that is too often marked
by stereotype and myth.

I believe Ch. 68 offers a vital community need and I urge you to
reject any proposal which would bar local television stations from
being ca~ried on local cable systems. Bill Roller's program, "In
Your Interest," trUly is in the interest of all who view it. I
have seen· many of the other community interest stories done on
the program and have found them to be informative and evocative.
It would be a shame if access to the pUblic were blocked for a show
that focuses on the interests and concerns of grass roots people
like ourselves.

I.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Michael A. Ferruggia



COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

ROBERT J. GAFFNEY
SUFFOLK COUNTY EXECUTIVE

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

June 1, 1992

The Honorable Norman Lent
2408 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3204

Dear Congressman Lent:

RUTH A. BRANDWEIN. PH.D.
COMMISSIONER

M~. Dave Pnrrello

I am writing in support of including WHSI(TV)-67 in the federal
legislation that is now being considered which requires cable
television companies to carry the programming of local broadcasters as
basic service for all Cablevision and Brookhaven Cable Company
subscribers.

I have appeared on the "In Your Interest" community service program
segments of WHS~(TV)-67 on a number of occasions to speak about child,
partner and elder abuse as well as to provide information about
services offered by our department. Although WHSI is primarily known
for its shop-at-home programing, the viewers who may be tuned in, could
be just the people who need to be reached -- homebound or abused,
neglected and isolated. Furthermore ~his shop at home station reaches
a very large audience who may not access other media.

It is my sin~ere belief that Long Islanders deserve more community
service resource information available to them. WHSI(TV)-67 should be
included among those making this type of important contribution on
local cab television. Thank you for your consideration.

Ruth A. Brandwe
Commis!";0ner

~cc.

BOX 2000 HAUPPAUGE. N.Y. 1171111 151lU 853·6705
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FEDERATION EMPLOYMTh'T AND GUIDANCE SERVICE
Suifolk Vocational C~nter

Displaced Homemak~r C~nter
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May 31, 1992

Rep. Norman Lent
2408 RHOB
Washington, D.C. 20515-3204

Dear Congressman Lent:

As the Director of a Displaced Homemaker Center
in Suffolk County, I have had the distinct
pleasure of being interviewed by David Perello
of waSI TV-67 during our last program year which
ended today. Dave and his crew videotaped
participants and staff at a workshop we did on
health hazards in the modern office, certainly an
important and timely topic given the electronic
technology most returnees to the job market are
facing.

"IN YOUR INTEREST", the program which carried
this interview made it possible for many people
to hear and see what would otherwise have been
confined to our conference room, and also gave us
the opportunity to reach many displaced
homemakers, who were then able to access our
services.

As a not-for-profit agency operating on a
constantly shrinking budget, public service
teievision helps us to get the message across
that there is help available for those who need
employment assistance, skills training and career
counseling. Spotlighting the needs of the
viewing public to learn about community services
and ~ther important local topics is what waSI TV­
67 ,does so splendidly.

I llrge you to support the legislation requiring
cable-tv companies to carry the programming of
all local broadcasters. On Long Island this
would mean the local newscasts of WLIW TV-21,
WLIG TV-55 and "IN YOUR INTEREST" would be
available as basic services for all Cablevision
and Brookhaven Cable Co. subscribers.

RL/GB F.E.G.5, Charge:. :-.:" F.:.: 10 (h.: AppiicJnt IJr Emplover.
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May 21, 1992

The Honorable Norman F, Lent
Room 2408 Rayburn House
Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Lent:

It has come to our attention that the Federal Government is currently reviewing legislation
requiring cable-tv companies to carry the programming of local broadcasters. Here on Long Island.
this includes WUW 'TV 21, WUG 'TV 55 and WHSI'TV 67.

We also understand that there is an effort. on the part of a few Representatives. to exclude
the programming of broadcasters like WHSI TV 67 from this legislation...there are objections to the
"shop at home" concept, in spite of the fact that WHSI 'TV has been awarded a license based on its
community service programming. .

On more that one occasion. Long Island's United Way has been the subject of WHSI 'TV's
public affairs program, "~n Your Interest", It has been an important forum in the delivery of our
message and we know that it is seen by local viewers. Outside News 12 and other local cable
access outlets, this is one of the few locally produced programs addressing community issues. If it
were not easily available on cable most Long Islanders would not know of its existence.

It's essential that WHSI -'TV be included in any "must carry· legislation considered by
Congress. We are among a host of organizations who benefit from the very positive exposure
provided by this service. Long Islanders deserve more coverage of local issues and WHSI deserves
to be included among those making a contribution on cable,

John P. Re yhart
Senior Vice President
Marketing & Communication

JPR:sb

c.c. David Porrello
Paul Fleishman

819 Grand Boulevard. Deer Palk. Long Island. NY 11729·5766 • (516) 595-6400 • Fax (516) 595·6439

Unl.ed W.y·.I. brln._ out .he bes' In ... o' us•
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Sincerely,

01 S/oomt.,d

e Council on Compulsive Gambling of New Jersey, Inc.
22 May 1992 .

-Hua­
*Ad.dr••••
*e1ty·

Dear *Salutation·:

% am co-founder of tha council on Compulsive Gamblin; of Naw
Jersey, tnc., and have ba.n EXecutive Director of the
council 8inca 1986.

our goal ia to inform and motivata health oare
prof•••ional., levislator., aducatora and community mambars
raqarding tha full acopa of compul.iva gambling in the State
of New Jaraay, .0 that .a may .arva tn 1ntarv~tion and
pravantion capacities related to compulsiva qambl1nq.

I have ~.en a ;ue.t on the WRII~TV Channal 68 hourly pUblic
affairs proqram, "In Your Intereat" !lany times. Th1s forum
haa g1ven .e the opportunity to diacua. the davastation
cau.ad by the "hidden di.ea••" of compula1ve Q'aJII1)linq •
• ecaus. 1t 1. ~roa4ca.t every hour around tha clock, inatead
of traditional public affaire foraats, it prov1des the
opportunity for a larger se;ment of the viewing public to
gat the information being discussed and pre.ented. I
balieve, a. a r ••ult of my appearance. on Channal 58 and my
"o:;an'invitation" to diacu•• the addiction of compUlsive
gambling, that viewars of Channal 68 have become better
informad. Through my appaaranca. on this forum i lDany
compulsive· gamblers and their families have been reached and
helpad.. The relationship that the .taf! and .anagamant of
Channel 18 ••tablished with my office ha. as.iated in
carry1nq out our goals.

I bal1eve that "In Your. Interest" is an 1JIlportant veh1cle
for offer1n; information to the citizen. of Hew Jar.ay. I
urq. you to r.~ect any propoaal that would bar local
talevision stationa from bainq carriad OD local cable
ayatems. Aa a licensad ~a13viaion .tation, Channal 58 ia
dedicated to .ervinq the public. Any artificial constraint
'on their ability to do .0 would harm tha co_unity they ara
licensed to serve.

~\ 09
Arnold Waxler \»V::L
Ixecutive Director

1315 W. STATe STREET. ENTON, NJ oae18. 809-699-3299
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'1\ "oIm" is Christopher DiCicco anc! ! am the Past Pr•• id"fl t

! III' Now Jerley As.ociation ot PUblic Account.ants tor thc'
I .. I .' ,) r New Jersey. I have held t.his position, under the­
I"" dllthority ot the Soare! of Trust••• since 1984. My
- ! "1', which i. located in Midlane! Park 1. re8ponsible fn,

.... i,' i"<1 the general public: with Doth J)ersonal and commr.r'·; I I

. , 'Ill t i nq services.
'1 'I1l1qhout my tenura as a PUblic Accountant t have conc-ll1r1 .. ,j

· I.' Hl informed conlumer is • protected conlumer. Televi:~i "I'

tI i I)n \tf/K :Of Newark, New Jersey hall aontinual1y provid(lr)
.'! "nl)l')rtant avenue of inforMation to viewers.

. " I ve- been a frequent on W/K hourly pUblic affairs proq r ,I,"

I 'rr"'''l, "In Your Interest". In mUlt1-parot tormat, "In Y""1
'\1 "f'"!':!." has af!orc!8d me the opportunity t.o discus. in firot ,I i : .

• If t IV, c:onsumer' S l"iqhts anc2 recours. on a wide variety ,,!
~·":wn('r-rl!lat.c! issuell. It ia as a r ••ult of Illy varied

">:"'."'oIn~(ltS on Channel 68, and my "open invitation" to c2i~:'''I' '.
I' '\. '\ (l','~, of consumer affnirs that I believe viewers ot w/w.:
',1\" !H\C4 0me better 1n!ormec!, more cautious c:c~lumer•• ThE"
,'1 II i nnAhip which the staff and mana;ement ot WIlt ••tabl i ~:I.,."

, i I I! my office has aasisted in performin; my rellpona1bi 1it; .
I !l rql"l you to 1'9j ect any pro'Posa1 which would bar loea t

• I '"v i'~ I on stations from 1=einq carried on local oable sy~t,t"PI~:

I', J lr'p.nsed television station WIlt 1. CSec!1cated. to servi n';

· ': '\1'''11 e, Any artificial constraint on their ability Wil" I

., 'r' I I~(\ ~ommunity W/K is licensed t:o lerve.


